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fund, and already nearly $45,000 in grants

has been distributed. More granting is ahead,

as we near the end of this long global

nightmare.

A second big need in 2020 was filling the void

left by the April closing of the Eden Prairie

News, our local newspaper of 46  years.

 

Almost immediately, the Foundation

convened a group of concerned citizens and

offered them fiscal sponsorship so they could

begin to create a new, nonprofit "news

center" that would preserve the local

reporting so necessary for an engaged and

informed community.

The new product is the Eden Prairie Local

News, a website at www.eplocalnews.org

that was cobbled together by volunteers and

is attracting major support.

Sometime in 2021, it will hire a professional

journalist to keep the enterprise growing and

on a new and sustainable path so that all

residents have this valuable tool called local

news and information.

Thanks, EP donors, for making this possible!

Eden Prairie residents who needed basic

social services during the COVID-19

pandemic and those who value local news

were among the groups that received help in

2020 from the Eden Prairie Community

Foundation.

The Foundation was one of the first in the

Twin Cities to start a COVID-19 Response

Fund and ask residents and businesses to

donate to it so that basic social services such

as food could continue to be provided,

uninterrupted, to those in need.

 

As you well know, the pandemic increased the

number of residents out of work, out of the

classroom, and needing help. It also forced

nonprofits that serve as our social-services

safety net to operate in new ways, since

large-scale group volunteer work was also

made impossible by social-distancing rules.

The COVID-19 Response Fund, generously

supported by folks like you, helped. It

provided badly needed grants for food, beds,

rental assistance, grief counseling, personal-

protection equipment, and more.

More than $75,000 has been raised for this
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ADDRESSING EP'S BIGGEST NEEDS
Two of the bigger Eden Prairie needs addressed by the Foundation in 2020 were pandemic relief and the preservation of local reporting.



The Foundation is audited

annually. Find detailed Financial

Statements and our IRS Form 990

on the Foundation website at

epcommunityfoundation.org/who-

we-are/financials/

 

The chart at right attempts to

show where our money goes. The

money directed to grants and

scholarships is typically between

$150,000 and $350,000, a broad

range that depends on the projects

and initiatives being tackled at any

one time by the Foundation and its

fund holders.

Foundation Financials

WHERE THE
MONEY IS SPENT

Nonprofits have unique

accounting and reporting

requirements. That includes

identifying which expenses are for

“support,” such as administration

and fundraising, and which

expenses are for "programs" that

deliver on the nonprofit’s mission.

 

While ratios like these aren’t the

last word, they do provide

transparency. The Foundation has

earned GuideStar’s Gold Seal of

Transparency for its disclosure of

valuable information to donors.

You can find our information on

www.guidestar.org.

HOW MUCH
TO PROGRAMS?
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For more financial information about the Eden Prairie Community Foundation,
please visit www.epcommunityfoundation.org. Under "Who We Are," click "Check Our Financials"



2020

GUIDED BY A NEW STRATEGIC PLAN
The Eden Prairie Community

Foundation that you generously

support is looking to increase its

leadership and impact.

 

The roadmap for this is a Strategic

Plan crafted in 2020 with the help

of lots of community leaders and

volunteers.

The Foundation will increase its

granting, collaboration, and

advocacy in critical areas.

 

It will address hardship -- and

especially unemployment and

housing affordability -- in a bigger

way.

It will, through an ambassador-

liaison program, connect more than

80 nonprofits and civic

organizations serving Eden Prairie.

It will educate and unite the

community on Eden Prairie's

growing diversity.

And, it will increase its support and

volunteerism to make all of this

happen.

A pilot ambassador-liaison program

has already begun, and you'll be

reading about other important

changes as time goes on.

But, we need your help. Please

support, in donations and time, this

important effort to make Eden

Prairie better for all.
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Hunger, homelessness,
unemployment, and a lack of
affordable housing create
roadblocks for families and
especially children, leading to
school-achievement gaps.
We're aiming for systemic
change.

HELP WITH HARDSHIP
There is no organization that
serves as a connector so that
EP's greatest needs are
comprehensively met without
duplication and resources or
solutions are communicated to
residents and businesses. We
strive to be that connector.

BE A HUB

The Foundation will serve as a
powerful tool to unite EP by
enabling and inspiring our
"community of communities"
to connect, collaborate, and
celebrate but also work
together to address the many
challenges that we face.

UNITE ON DIVERSITY INCREASE CAPACITY
Making change at levels
described here requires
resources beyond what
currently exist at the
Foundation. This ambitious
strategic plan hinges on our
ability to increase capacity,
not just in financial support
but also volunteerism.



Aside from the Foundation’s COVID-19

Response Fund, funding through the

organization’s direct-grants program in 2020

helped a wide range of Eden Prairie residents

experiencing hardship – including food

insecurity, poverty overall, violence and

abuse, and homelessness.

Nearly $20,000 in direct grants were awarded

to 11 different nonprofits serving critical

needs in Eden Prairie.

Another 10 organizations who applied for

grants but were not funded because of the

Foundation’s limited budget were helped

through the generosity of a donor-advised

fund holder who granted $43,480 to other

community needs.

These Foundation grants helped many, many

people in need because EPCF works through

nonprofits that provide the critical services.

This includes organizations that are familiar

to many Eden Prairie residents, including

PROP and The PROP Shop. But there are so

many others that are less well known, such as

Mothers Tutoring Academy and Academy for

Young Leaders, both of which serve young

people from families who have immigrated to

Eden Prairie from East Africa.

Nearly all of the applications for grants were

for specific projects. But shortly after the

pandemic set in last year, the Foundation

lifted the restrictions put on the grants, and

allowed all of the recipient nonprofits to use

the funds for general operations and

programming – or on whatever would help

them get through this difficult period.

Project-specific granting resumed in 2021.
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Student tutoring in Eden Prairie received a boost in 2020 via a
grant to the Mothers Tutoring Academy.

GRANTS THAT MAKE EDEN PRAIRIE BETTER

Are you a nonprofit that serves Eden Prairie

and has an idea for a project that would

benefit the community? If so, we want to hear

from you, especially when our next grant cycle

begins in fall 2021.

For more information about the Foundation's

direct-grants program, contact Executive

Director Mark Weber at (952) 949-8499 or

mweber@epcommunityfoundation.org.



The following list represents 2020 giving to

the Foundation and its funds by individuals,

families, organizations, foundations, and

businesses—both unrestricted giving for

operations and restricted giving to specific

needs and causes. Thank you to each and every

donor! Every effort has been made to ensure

that this donor list is accurate. Please accept

our sincerest apologies for omissions or errors.

If you find a mistake, please contact Executive

Director Mark Weber at (952) 949-8499 or

mweber@epcommunityfoundation.org so we

may correct this report as it exists online.

$25,000 AND ABOVE
City of Eden Prairie (CARES Act grant)
Nancy Heim & Michael Luger
Joe Stoebner & Carol Stoebner

$10,000 TO $24,999
Saint Paul and Minnesota Foundation
Wilf Family Foundation
Prior Lake Rotary Foundation
Pastor Rod Anderson & Julane Anderson

$5,000 TO $9,999
Zane Birky & Barbara Birky
Eaton Corp.
Gregerson Rosow Johnson & Nilan
Nancy Tyra-Lukens & Jeff Lukens
Jeanna Wright

$1,000 TO $4,999
Dale Bachman & Ruth Bachman
Mary Battista & Steve Battista
Geraldine Beckmann
Gary Bergren & Helen Bergren
Carl Borine & Sharon Borine
Ron Case & Kathie Case
Chanhassen Rotary Foundation
Fred DeCastro & Carol DeCastro
David Durkee
Debjyoti DD Dwivedy
Eden Prairie Noon Rotary Club
Eden Prairie Rotary Foundation
Edina Realty Foundation
Dean Edstrom & Karen Edstrom
John Estall & Shirley Boyd
First Western Bank & Trust
Flagship Bank
Flagstone/Presbyterian Homes
Foundation for Eden Prairie Schools
Bruce Hutchins & Terry Hutchins
Diana Johnson & Gary Magner
Jeffrey Kirst
mackmiller design+build
Gerald McCoy
PG Narayanan & Indira Narayanan
Network for Good
Richard M. Olson
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Tina Palmer & Mike Palmer
Stanley Rolfsrud
Carol Rueppel & Greg Reiland
Scheels
Schroeder Family Charitable Fund
Suburban Chevrolet
Suburban Waste MN
Survey & Ballot Systems, Inc.
Michelle Taylor
Twin Cities Orthopedics
Washburn McReavy Funeral Chapels
Tom Wargolet & Cindy Wargolet

UP TO $1,000
Thomas Achartz
Michael Adams
Carolyn Allmon
Scott Ambourn
Sonja Anderson
Anna and Neal Anderson
Owen Anderson
Barbara Arvold & John Arvold
Maryam Ashtiani
Wendy Autio
Kathy Azadegan
James and Shauna Bainbridge
Lloyd (Buzz) Benson & Vicki Benson
Kathy Berg & Steve Dittes
Jill Berger
Valerie Bergman
Denise Beusen
Tyler Bishoff & Katie Bishoff
Craig Blake & Lynn Blake
Craig Blixrud & Susan Blixrud
Catherine Bockenstedt
Danni Bohlken
Becca Bollingmo
Carol & Ken Bomben
Vicki Bomben
Kristina Brackett
John Brand & Donna Brand
Breanna Brasser
Leanne Brown
Jane Brue
Jeff Burke
John Bushey
Lori Buth
Lance Butner & Mary Butner
Anne Byrne & Pat Byrne
Sally Byrnes
Wendy Campbell
Jeannie Campbell
Karen Carl & Dave Carl
Janet Carlson
KariLyn Carlson
Krystal Caron & Eric Caron
Matthew Carpenter & Susana 
Aaron Casper
Justin Cervantes
Ivan Chavez & Gail Chavez

Patricia Chisenhall
Derek Clement
Marv Cofer
Scott Cole
Sarah Collins
Curt Connaughty & Mary Connaughty
Curtis Conrad & Rita Conrad
Jennifer Cordes
Jim Crist & Lynne Crist
Mary Jayne Crocker
Steve Cwodzinski & Patti Cwodzinski
Bernard Dahl
Davanni's restaurant
Cynthia DeJong
Renee Divine
Joe and Gretchen Docter
D. Bradley Dodds & Pamela Dodds
Brad Doeden & Sue Doeden
Anne & Patrick Donohue
Chris Dorn & Sandy Dorn
Carol Dubay
Jenni Ebert & Shawn Stelton
Jan Eian
Kris Eidem
Mark Engstrom & Joanne Slavin
Clarice Epstein
John Erickson
Karle and Hannah Erickson
Fafinski Mark & Johnson
Ed Farr & Margie Farr
Fat Pants Brewing Co.
Roy Ferber & JoAnn Ferber
Rod Fisher
Chad Flies
Perry Forster & Lynne Forster
James Fredericks & Catherine Fredericks
Angela Gabbard
James Gabbert & Barbara Gabbert
Jack (John) Galleger & Avis Galleger
Deepak Ganapathy
Gena Gerard
Melissa Gilman
Godavari Indian restaurant
John Goergen & Barbara Goergen
Curtis Goke & Jane Goke
Jennifer Gomez
Vinaya Gore
Susan Grady
Tim Gray & Mary Gray
Dave & Kathy Gresham
Lonny Gulden
Anil Gupta
Mike Gust & Karen Gust
Mary Gustafson & Kevin Gustafson
John Gutenkauf
Caryl Hansen & John Hansen
Ann Hansen & Matt Hansen
Linda Hayen
Alyssa Hernandez & Josh Hernandez
William Hicks
Richard Hodne
Nancy Holden & Chuck Holden

Continued on next page



Continued from previous page

Chris Honaas-Wildfang
Bill Hooke & Casey Hooke
William Horn & Randi Horn
Scott Hugdahl & Leslie Martens Hugdahl
Gordon Hughes & Judy Hughes
Gajendra Jagatap
Diane Jensen & Tom Jensen
Marybeth Jensen-Hagen
Thomas Johnson & Margaret Johnson
Roger Jorgensen & Karen Jorgensen
Judy Kammer & Mark Voorhees
Thomas Kleinschmidt
Frank Kline & Sally Kline
Kate E. Klotz
Thomas Koch Family Charitable Fund
Reshma Kolhapure
Suneel Choudary Kommalapati
Jeffrey Koschmeder & Rachel Koschmeder
Kevin Kraemer & Sandy Kraemer
Beth Kreusch & Doug Kreusch
Peggy Kvam
Aaron Lange
Kevin Larabee & Elaine Larabee
Bobbie Lauer
Kurt Lawton & Shelli Baufield
Susan Leddick
Mary Lenker & Tim Lenker
Nechia LeVesseur
Gina Light Rawerts & Timmy Rawerts
Robert Lindberg
Holly Link & Brian Link
Larry Link & Kathy Link
Lions Tap
Dongming Liu
Kirsten Llanes
David Lohs & Bev Lohs
Douglas Loon & Jenifer Loon
Joyce Lorenz & Greg Lorenz
Jay Lotthammer & Shannon Lotthammer
Yangjing Lu
Katherine Lucht
David Ludvig & Gay Ludvig
Mark Luebbers & Audrea Luebbers
Claire Lukens
John Lyngdal & Joanne Lano Lyngdal
Kristine Machut
William Maes
Charlie Maxwell & Tara Maxwell
Marilyn McMahon
Stephanie Mehta
John Meier & Mary Meier
Deb Melchert & Rich Grundman
Dr. Francisco Mesa
Leann Meservy & James Meservy
Carla Mesick
Tom Mikulay & Marnie Mikulay
Danielle Miller
Rev. Michael Miller & Nancy Miller
Patrick Minton & Patricia Minton
Zachary Mitchell
Lyndon Moquist & Julie Moquist
Astrid Mozes
Daniel Murphy & Teresa Murphy
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James Murphy & Suzanne Murphy
Shehla Mushtaq
Navin Natarajan
Cheri Nehl & Jim Nehl
Larissa Nelson & Jeanette Thomas
Kathy Nelson
Pastor Paul Nelson & Karen Nelson
Dr. Jim Nelson
Lisa D. Nelson
Doug and Jane Nemecek
Sivakumar Nittala
Alison Noble
Mike Norman & Karen Norman
Amy Nylander & Chris Nylander
Suzanne Olson
Alant Olson
Glenn Olson & Kathleen Olson
Judy Orrock & James Orrock
Aaron Orwick
Ronald Oswald
Scott Otis & Mary Otis
Janet Palmer & Greg Palmer
Joan Palmquist
Molly Patil & Adam Patil
Sundeep Goud Paturi
Aaron Pearson
Sateesh Peram
Carolyn Perez & Luis Perez
Phil Pflepsen & Diane Pflepsen
Tony Phillippi
Platinum Ventures/Able Deluxe
Robert Prince & Jenifer Prince
Cindy Prins
Laurie Pryor
Laura Raney
Roxie Rassmussen & Rick Rassmussen
Ron Ravey
Emily Reckinger
Alan Rivers & Valerie Rivers
Don Romanaggi Jr. & Patricia Romanaggi
Jyotirmoy Roy
Brooke Ruhlin & Joe Ruhlin
Jamal Rushdy & Renee Rushdy
Bruce Russo & Darlene Russo
Kelly Salwei & Jennifer Salwei
Warren Sampson
Megan Sande
Steve Sandness & Sue Sandness
Steve Schewe & Beryl Schewe
Dan Schmitz
Jacob Schmitz
School of Rock Eden Prairie
James Senske & Barbara Senske
Sunil Shah
Shanti Shah & Stefan Peterson
Michael Showalter
Steve and Robin Silverman
Joe Simon & Tiffany Simon
Jay Simpson & Cathy Simpson
Smiforce Inc.
Steve Smith
Larry Snow
SouthWest Transit
John Steinlicht & Connie Steinlicht
Don Stiles & Leslie Stiles

Jeff Strate & Carol Strate
Gail and Craig Stroinski
Cheri Sudit & Michael Sudit
Patrick Sullivan
Trish Sullivan Vanni
Joshua Swanson & Stephanie Swanson
Dirk Swart & Kathy Swart
Roy Terwilliger
Catherine Thayer
Susan Thompson
Tom Thompson & Susan Thompson
David Thomsen
Paul Thorp
Scott Tonjes
Kate Tucker
Sher U-F
Kathy Ulmer
Tony Urdahl & Jill Urdahl
Gopala Vemu
Waconia West Carver Rotary
Cary Walski
Dick Ward & Martha Capps
Craig Weber & Anna Weber
Mark Weber & Roma Weber
Grant Weber
Scott Wei
Bob Wentzel
Terence Wermerskirchen
Karen Westerberg
Jay Whitcomb
Bradford Williams
Ryan Williamson
Thomas Wilson
Gary Wisner
Yan Yang
Colleen Zenk
Jeanne Zetah & Pete Bellus

DONOR-ADVISED FUND HOLDERS
Bev and Brad Aho
Pastor Rod and Julane Anderson
Nancy Heim and Michael Luger
Terry and Bruce Hutchins
Jeffrey Lukens and Nancy Tyra-Lukens
Joe and Carol Stoebner

COMMUNITY IMPACT FUNDS
CounterAct
COVID-19 Response Fund
Dr. Jean Harris Scholarship
Eden Prairie Local News
Eden Prairie Reads
EP Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
EP Disability Awareness Committee
EP Schools - School Supply Fund
Friends of Eden Prairie Players
Interfaith Circle
Marilyn's TWOcan
Onward Eden Prairie
PROP Youth Scholarships
Southwest Pride, Powered by Eden Prairie
Youth Initiative of EPCF

FUNDHOLDERS
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HOW COVID CHANGED OUR WORK
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The COVID-19 pandemic affected

everyone, to some degree, including the

Foundation.

While the organization stayed true to its

commitment to fill unmet needs in a way

that helps people facing hardship, it was

hardly business as usual.

The Foundation in 2020 was forced to

cancel its two major fundraising events,

EP Gives and Prairie Brewfest, which

provide the majority of EPCF's revenues.

This contributed to a 26.5 percent drop in

the number of donors for the year,

compared to 2019.

Fortunately, donors showed their support

in other ways, and the organization's

year-end fundraising campaign was its

best ever.

The organization also benefited from a

$14,500 PPP loan from the Small

Business Administration and a generous,

$28,000  CARES Act grant via the City of

Eden Prairie. Together, these helped the

Foundation weather a tremendously

difficult year.

YOUR EPCF LEADERS: PLEASED TO SERVE
Board members are leaders who

know EP well and bring special skills

to the nonprofit. Currently they are:

OFFICERS

Tina Palmer, board chair

Carlos Berger, vice chair

Jay Lotthammer, secretary

Tom Wargolet, treasurer

PG Narayanan, past chair

DIRECTORS

Pastor Rod Anderson, director

Mary Battista, director

Alonso Chicre, director

Mary Jayne Crocker, director

Janet Eian, director

Mark Freiberg, director

Tori Hill, director

Astrid Mozes, director

Pastor Paul Nelson, director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mark Weber

If you are interested in serving as a

leader on the Foundation's board or

any of its committees, please contact

Mark Weber at (952) 949-8499 or

mweber@epcommunityfoundation.org.

The COVID-19 pandemic manifested itself in a variety of closings in 2020, shown above and below.


